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Tu Strup granladS Neolithic Age Passage grave

Passage grave

I Tustrup-gravplads-01

In today's landscape, most visible ancient monuments are scattered individual elements from a bygone
era. On the small plateau south of Hevring River, about 1.4 km west of Tustrup town in Norddjursland, the
situation is different. Here, there is a whole collection of typical burial monuments from the first farming
culture of the Stone Age - the so-called Funnel Beaker Culture - from around 3,200 BC.

Udsigt over Hevring ddalen fra nordvest til plateauet med Tustrup-gravpladsen.

View of the Hevring River valley from the northwest to the plateau with the Tustrup burial
site.

At the burial site, with only about 100 m between them, there are two stone cairns and one of Denmark's
largest megalithic tombs around a central structure - the so-called cult house. The cairns and passage
grave have been known since their construction due to their visibility, but it was not until extensive
excavations in 1954-57 that detailed knowledge about the individual structures and their connection to
the previously unknown coal house was established.
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Rekonstrueret grundplan af kulthuset ved Tustrup set fra nordgst.

Reconstructed floor plan of the charcoal kiln at Tustrup seen from the northeast.

When the burial site was in use almost 5,000 years ago, the landscape looked very different. It was then
covered by dense deciduous forest, which the Stone Age people began to clear to create small clearings
for fields. Hevring A, which today is only a small stream, was then a water-rich river that flowed just a few
kilometers downstream into the fjord system that connected Kolindsund with the Kattegat via Randers
Fjord and the fjord opening at Hevring Hede. The moraine hills from @rsted to Udbyhgj were thus at that
time a large island in the Stone Age sea, and the coasts of Djursland were more like an archipelago with
countless small islands, straits, headlands, fjords, and islets.

Fuldskalare konstruktionen af det nu desvaerre nedrevne Tustrup-kulthus ved Moesgard Museum, Arhus.

Full-scale reconstruction of the now unfortunately demolished Tustrup coal house at
Moesgérd Museum, Aarhus.

At the Tustrup burial site, the 5 x 5.5 m coal house with an open northeast gable was probably the center
of activity at the burial site. With its stone-lined box walls and large stones along the back wall, as well as
the lack of a hearth, the building style is much more reminiscent of the large stone graves than the
wooden dwellings of the Funnel Beaker Culture.

Tustrup-jeettestuen - en af Danmarks stagrste jeettestuer med bikammer.

Tustrup megalithic tomb - one of Denmark's largest megalithic tombs with a side chamber.

On the floor up to the southwest-facing back wall, the excavation revealed shards from 28 beautiful clay
pots, which are identical to the pottery that gave the Funnel Beaker Culture its name and was used for
offerings in front of and inside the dolmens and the megalithic tomb. The house is therefore interpreted as
a kind of temple where, for example, the deceased were placed while the graves were being built, and
around which the cultic activities were centered. Tustrup was the first place where such a house was
found.

Indre af jeettetuekammeret med dets enorme dasksten.

The interior of the megalithic chamber with its enormous capstone.

Similar cult houses have since been found in several other places, including Ferslev in North Jutland.
Moesgard Museum was in charge of the excavations. In the museum's exhibition, you can see the finds

from the site, and in the nearby ancient park, a reconstruction of the cult house has been erected.
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Jeettestuens bikammer set fra abningen til gravkammeret.

The side chamber of the megalithic tomb seen from the opening to the burial chamber.

Southwest of the cult house lies the large megalithic tomb, which, with its 3 x 10 m burial chamber, is
among the largest in Denmark. Megalithic tombs are the Stone Age people's largest form of burial. It was
built as a communal grave and was usually used repeatedly by both the Funnel Beaker Culture and later

cultures.

Det fritstdende dyssekammer set fra vest.

The freestanding burial chamber seen from the west.

A 6 m long passageway leads to the burial chamber. Originally, the passageway was covered with large
stones, just like the burial chamber. Impressively large stones (4) were used in its construction, and of the
beautiful large stone graves at Tustrup, the dolmen in particular represents an enormous amount of work
and a thought-provoking investment of both materials and labor. A total of 40 large boulders weighing

between ¥ and approx. 20 tons were used in its construction.

Indre taerskelsten i gangen ved den fritstaende dysse.

Inner threshold stone in the passageway by the free-standing dolmen.

Of the many architectural details in the megalithic tomb, the vertically placed frame stones at the
transition between the passage and the chamber, as well as the "key stone" above, which distributes the
pressure from the chamber's capstone to the passage, are particularly noteworthy. In both the
passageway and the burial chamber, massive "dry walls" of stacked flat stones fill the spaces between the
supporting stones, and on the floor at the northern end of the burial chamber, there is a frame of flat
stones placed on edge, marking a special area that may have been reserved for the burial of special

individuals.

Den restaurerede runddysse set fra nord.

The restored round barrow seen from the north.

Perhaps the greatest experience at the megalithic tomb today - and a sure "hit" for children in particular -
is to crawl into the so-called side chamber with a flashlight. The opening to this chamber is located in the
southwest corner of the main chamber between two supporting stones, and inside, the darkness and
fantastic construction of the megalithic tomb can be felt intensely. Similar side chambers are found in only

26 of the 700 or so megalithic tombs remaining in Denmark. The side chamber was built at the same time
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as the rest of the megalithic tomb, and there must have been an idea or thought behind it: perhaps this is
where the local chieftain's family was buried!

Runddyssen set fra gst med kammerabning. Udenfor ligger den afklgvede randsten.

The round barrow seen from the east with the chamber opening. Outside lies the broken
kerbstone.

The two other large stone graves at Tustrup are both stone cairns with polygonal burial chambers. The
dolmens are traditionally considered predecessors to the large passage grave, but the pottery finds from
the excavations of the graves were of the same nature as those found in both the charcoal kiln and the

passage grave, which is why the graves must have been in use at the same time.

Northwest of the charcoal kiln is a free-standing cairn chamber with five of the original six supporting
stones and a short southwest-facing passageway with two supporting stones. On the floor at the transition
between the passageway and the chamber is a so-called "threshold stone," which marks where the inner
wooden or stone door to the chamber was located.

Ngrager Kirke - En af Djurs- lands mange smukke kvaderstens- kirker.

Ngrager Church - One of Djursland's many beautiful ashlar churches.

The very beautiful round barrow southeast of the charcoal kiln has no chamber passage. The opening to
the chamber is simply a gap between two of the chamber's five supporting stones. The round barrow was
restored and rebuilt in 1994 in accordance with previous excavations in order to give visitors the
experience of an intact round barrow, in contrast to the rather damaged free-standing burial chamber.
Along the foot of the mound (9) that surrounds the burial chamber are 13 large kerbstones with an
impressive dry stone wall. The capstone over the chamber and parts of the dry stone wall and mound
were added in 1994, and outside the chamber opening lies a stone from the cairn with clear chisel marks
from recent stone cutting in the area. Large stones have always been a sought-after building material -
perhaps for the construction of the nearby ashlar church in Ngrager or for use as gravel in nearby roads or
railways.

Den tilvoksede mose nordgst for Tustrup-gravpladsen.

The overgrown bog northeast of the Tustrup burial ground.

In addition to its ancient monuments, the Tustrup area offers beautiful nature with marked trails and a
primitive campsite close to the information building at the westernmost parking lot. The area is, in
collaboration between Aarhus County and Rougsg Municipality (now Norddjurs Municipality), which owns
the area, under constant nature conservation with the aim of restoring vegetation that harmonizes as well

as possible with the Stone Age vegetation and to highlight the area's varied landscape. Just northeast of
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the burial site, for example, there is a now overgrown bog, which had an open water surface when the

burial site was in use and which therefore also holds significant archaeological and botanical interest.
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Tustrup-gravplads-02

I Tustrup-gravplads-04 I Tustrup-gravplads-05

Access

e Falg skiltning "Stendysserne” fra Nordkystvejen, vej 547: Randers-Grend mellem Vivild og Fjellerup,

eller fra Ngrager frem til parkeringspladsen nord for Hevring 3.
Faciliteter

« 2 parkeringspladser og afmaerket lokal stirute gennem omradet.

Informationsskiltning ved fortidsminderne.

Ved den vestlige parkeringsplads forefindes offentligt toilet i en informationsbygning som rummer
en illustrativ plancheudstilling over fortidsminderne og lokalomrddet, samt en inspirerende og
bagrnevenlig landskabsmodel og rekonstruktion af Tustrup-gravpladsen i stenalderen.

Primitiv overnatningsplads og balsted ca. 150 m. syd for informationsbygningen.

Stedet er yderst velegnet som eskurtions- og udflugtsmal.
Afstand til fortidsminde: ca. 250 m.

Seerlige forhold
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Vis hensyn til greessende dyr pd omradet: Luk hegn og lager.

Der ma kun afbraendes bal pa den primitive lejrplads og vis stor hensyn til brandfaren pa hele
omradet.

Hund skal feres i snor.

Der er handicapadgang til informationsbygningen.
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