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The Årslev cairn on Silkeborgvej in Aarhus

The Årslev dolmen is one of the few remaining stone dolmens in the Aarhus area that has not been
removed in connection with the advance of agriculture and urbanization. The reason is probably that the
dolmen – or rather the dolmen chamber – was voluntarily listed as a protected site as early as 1870. Due
to the surrounding buildings and, not least, the excavation of the terrain in connection with the
construction of Silkeborgvej, from which a staircase leads up to the cairn, it is difficult to imagine the
original landscape in which the cairn was built approximately 5,500 years ago.

 

Årslev-dyssen. En af de ganske få bevarede dyssekamre på Århusegnen.
Årslev dolmen. One of the very few preserved dolmens in the Aarhus area.

 

At the car company "Dyssehøj" – about 700 m further east along Silkeborgvej – there was a similar stone
dolmen until around 1880. Another large stone grave was located in the forest directly opposite the Årslev

Fortidsmindeguide.dk



dolmen. A group of large lime trees on a slight elevation now marks the spot where the slightly younger
stone coffin from the end of the Neolithic period, excavated in 1822 and now dismantled, was located.

 

Silkeborgvej og bebyggelsen omkring dyssen har ændret det oprindelige landskab betydeligt.
Silkeborgvej and the settlement around the cairn have significantly altered the original
landscape.

 

When the Årslev dolmen was built by the so-called "funnel beaker culture," the depression where
Brabrand Lake and the now restored Årslev Engsø are located was a saltwater fjord arm from the
Kattegat. At the mouth to the east, where the Aarhus River now drains the lakes, the fjord was quite
narrow.

 

I skoven modsat Årslev-dyssen markerer en gruppe lindetræer forhøjningen hvor en lidt yngre stenkiste lå.
In the forest opposite the Årslev cairn, a group of lime trees marks the elevation where a
slightly younger stone coffin was located.

 

Subsequent land uplift and silting at the outlet subsequently transformed the fjord into a large freshwater
lake. The now meandering Voldbæk stream in the depression immediately east of the Årslev dolmen,
which in the Middle Ages and historical times was dammed for use by the Årslev watermill, was in the
Stone Age a small north-facing inlet from the large, shallow Brabrand Fjord.

 

Fri rekonstruktionstegning af Brabrand-fjord området i slutningen af bondestenalderen. Tegn. Henrik W. Jørgensen
Free reconstruction drawing of the Brabrand Fjord area at the end of the Neolithic period.
Drawing by Henrik W. Jørgensen

 

It is only in recent centuries that the town has spread to become the continuous settlement we see today.
The map of the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences and Letters from 1787 shows a landscape quite
different from today's, with large, fertile meadows along the lake on the old fjord bed. Broadly speaking,
thanks to the abundant resources along the fjord, the lake, the nearby sea, and the surrounding forests
and farmland, people have almost always lived in the area since the last ice age.

 

Den genslyngede Voldbæk. Middelalderens møllested som i stenalderen delvist var en lille fjordarm.
The meandering Voldbæk stream. The medieval mill site, which in the Stone Age was partly a
small fjord arm.

 

The remaining burial chamber is only the central part of what was originally an almost completely
enclosed burial site, of which only the top of the large capstone above the chamber and the south-facing
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opening from the passageway were originally visible. Of the chamber passage, only one of the
presumably two pairs of supporting stones has been preserved, and the capstones above the passage
have also disappeared.

 

Brabrand Sø år 1787 med store omgivende engarealer på den gamle, hævede fjordbund.
Brabrand Lake in 1787 with large surrounding meadows on the old, raised fjord bed.

 

The capstone above the chamber, which was probably put in place using the now-disappeared mound
around the chamber as a ramp, may have been split so that the flat side could form the ceiling of the
chamber.

 

Den tilbageværende bæresten fra kammergangen udenfor gravkammeret.
The remaining supporting stone from the passageway outside the burial chamber.

 

The capstone is supported by four of the original five supporting stones – one is missing on the north side,
but this provides a good opportunity to look into the burial chamber itself.

 

Årslev-dyssen set fra nord med hul efter den manglende bæresten til kammeret.
The Årslev dolmen seen from the north with a hole where the missing supporting stone for
the chamber used to be.

 

We know of no finds or excavations from the Årslev dolmen, but from the slightly younger "neighboring
grave" on the other side of Silkeborgvej, which Colonel Høegh Guldberg excavated in 1822, finds of flint
knives, flint arrows and seals, ceramics, and, not least, more than 60 amber beads. This clearly shows the
function of the megalithic tombs as communal graves from the Neolithic period and their central role as
gathering places for religion and worship for the Funnel Beaker Culture, which, due to their farming
practices, were one of the first settled cultural groups we know of. Subsequently, the type of grave
changed. In the Bronze Age (1700-500 BC), mainly peat-built burial mounds were constructed, and several
of these can still be seen in the forest areas north and south of the Årslev dolmen.

 

Gravkammeret var oprindeligt hermetisk indkapslet i en jordhøj.
The burial chamber was originally hermetically sealed in an earth mound.

 

 

En af de velbevarede bronze- alderhøje i skoven syd for Årslev-dyssen.
One of the well-preserved Bronze Age mounds in the forest south of the Årslev dolmen.
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Access

Dyssen ligger i Årslev, ca. 1 km. øst for Årslev kirke, ved det tidligere hotel ”Tre Ege” (nu
alderdomshjem) lige op ad nordsiden af Silkeborgvej.
Parker hensynsfuldt på parkeringspladsen lige vest for benzintanken langs nordsiden af
Silkeborgvej.
En trappe i den nordre vejskråning fører op til dyssen.
Fra modsatte vejside fører en sti fra en mindre trappe ud til Silkeborgvej skråt overfor førstnævnte,
frem til stedet hvor ”nabodyssen” har ligget.

Faciliteter

Informationsskilt ved dyssen.
Afstand til fortidsminde: ca. 75 m.

Særlige forhold

Vis hensyn til nærliggende private bebyggelser.
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Kun adgang via trappen fra Silkeborgvej til det lille indhegnede område omkring dyssen.
Ved færdsel i nærliggende skov skal stierne følges.

VIDEO

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2mY4rk0RyeA
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Practical Information

ADDRESS

8220 Brabrand, Central Jutland
OWNERSHIP

Privately owned

GPS

56.152986, 10.085900
UTM

–
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